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When Luther was confronted with the concrete problem of
whether the authorities of Danzig should suppress usury, he
apparently forgot his pungent denunciations of this sin and gave
advice which was harmless and flavourless. 'The preacher shall
preach only the Gospel rule, and leave it to each man to follow
his own conscience, Let him who can receive it, receive it, he
cannot be compelled thereto further than the Gospel leads
willing hearts whom the spirit of God urges forward.'

Luther's requirements thus cancelled out each other in a
remarkable manner. Individual conduct in economic and
social matters was to be attuned to an almost fantastically
high standard, but all means of ecclesiastical regulation in this
sphere were to be abolished as instruments of Mammon rather
than of God. As Professor Troeltsch has pointed out, Luther's
ideal religious society approached more closely to what has
been called the 'Church type', with a definite ecclesiastical
organization and discipline, than to the csect type', which tends
to leave everything to the inner workings of the spirit and
rejects all institutions. But from the beginning Lutheranism
had represented an extremely spiritualized version of the
'Church type', and this, added to Luther's own inaptitude for
the business of organization, was not favourable to the creation
of an efficient system of regulation even in purely ecclesiastical
matters. One feels that, almost from the first, Lutheranism was
destined to become an essentially 'private' sort of religion, pro-
ducing individual characters of great fineness and spirituality,
but not raising any definite standards or bulwarks which would
be of help to the ordinary man in the rapidly changing condi-
tions of the dawning modern world.

The withdrawal of Lutheranism from the world was due not
only to its inherent characteristics but also to the force of cir-
cumstances, and these circumstances had the effect of helping
to produce what was for Luther the completely unforeseen
result of the dependence of the Church upon the State. From
the beginning he had been inclined towards the doctrine of
submission to the powers that be, partly because this was the
traditional attitude of the Church, partly because such a doc*